
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

FROM THE SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 

TEAM 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Community Members, 

 

 
I hope you enjoyed the long weekend, we were 
certainly blessed with beautiful weather. It was lovely 
to see some families at our St Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop mass last week. Students in Years 4 to 6 
will join with the parish for the Feast of the 
Assumption Mass on Wednesday. You are very 
welcome to join us.  

SPN Meeting  
Our next SPN Meeting is this Wednesday at 5.30pm 
in the staffroom. All parents and guardians are 
automatically part of the School Parent Network once 
their child/children are enrolled. We would love to 
see some new parents attend. This week’s meeting 
will focus on the ‘Just one Thing’ focus for parent 
engagement in Catholic Schools, as well we will hear 
from two parents who were able to attend the Parent 
and Friends conference recently.   

Class Blogs  
We have added Class Blogs to our Parent Portal site 
and over the next few weeks, teachers will be adding 
some content to these sites for your information. We 
will update you with our progress during the rest of 
the term.  
Formal Supervision Before & After School and Duty-
of-Care  
St Rita’s has always been a welcoming school and we 
want to continue to be just that, however, we also 
have some very important duty-of-care and 
Workplace Health & Safety obligations that we must 
meet. From a supervision and safety point of view, 
students should not be at school before 8:00am. Any 
students who are here before 8:10am are required to  

 
sit on the white benches near the tuckshop and no 
play is permitted during this time. Our OSHC is 
available from 6:30am each day as well. Formal 
supervision by school staff commences at 8:10am, 
with one teacher supervising P-2 students in the shade 
sail, deck and tuckshop area and another supervising 
Yr 3-6 students in the multi-court and oval areas. 
Students move into class at 8:30am. In the afternoons, 
formal supervision is provided at the Benfer Road 
Drive-Thru and Bus Stops from 3:00-3:30pm. Siblings 
of students attending extra-curricular activities such 
as tennis lessons, touch footy training, Hapkido, etc 
must wait in the areas where those activities take 
place and coaches and parents are present. Except for 
the designated pick-up area, no child should be in the 
school grounds after 3:00pm without a 
parent/guardian or teacher/coach.   
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 IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Tues 14 Aug Interschool Sports Day – Year 5 & 6 
Wed 15 Aug Maths ICAS 
  SPN Meeting 5.30pm 
Wed 15 Aug       Feast of the Assumption 
                             Mass 9 am (Yr 4 -6) 
Thurs 16 Aug Bayside Combined Athletics 
Fri 17 Aug QCMF (Senior Choir) 
Fri 17 Aug           SCHOOL FEES Due 
Mon 20 Aug Book Character Dress Up Day 
  Author Visit 
20 to 24 Aug      Book Week 
Wed 23 Aug Year 3 Incursion 
Wed 29 Aug Year 5 Excursion 
Thurs 30 Aug Year 1 Excursion 
Fri 31 Aug           Father’s Day Liturgy 
Fri 31 Aug Year 4 Excursion 
Fri 7 Sept Year 4 Convict Day 
Fri 14 Sept Prep Science Incursion 
Fri 21 Sept Last Day of Term 3 
Mon 8 Oct First Day of Term 4 
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Use of Playgrounds and Play Spaces Before and 
After School  
During the two daytime play breaks, formal 
supervision of student play is provided by St Rita’s staff 
members, with clear expectations and guidelines 
regarding the play. The playground equipment itself 
has been constructed to meet design and height 
regulations to suit certain age groups and only those 
age groups have access to the equipment at those 
times. After school, when no such formal supervision 
is available, there has been an increasing number of 
children of various ages gathering in and around our 
Prep Playground and Yr 1-2 Playground near UNITAS. 
Parents catch up for a chat while the children play on 
the play equipment, in sandpits, climbing trees etc. 
We’ve also noticed students taking off shoes and socks 
and playing barefoot in these areas. Additionally, our 
Prep staff regularly report finding the Prep play area in 
disarray at the start of each new day.  
Our duty-of-care applies whenever students are in our 
grounds, whether we are formally supervising them or 
not. With that in mind, we respectfully ask that 
parents do not allow their children to play on the 
playground equipment and surrounds before and 
after school, please. While we want all community 
members to feel welcome in our school, the safety 
aspects of students playing on the equipment in these 
areas and the nature of the supervision is a duty-of-
care and safety concern for us. One suitable place for 
parents to gather at these times would be the 
tuckshop and deck area, where the parents could use 
the white benches and the children could sit quietly on 
the deck or safely use the handball courts nearby.  

Illnesses and Contagious Medical Conditions   
We have had a number of children suffering from 
illness recently. Children suffering from certain 
conditions are required to stay away from school 
until they have received appropriate medical 
treatment, are no longer contagious and are fit to 
return. This information from Qld Health provides 
schools and parents a list of conditions and school 
exclusion periods: 
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/ph/documents/cdb/ti
meout_poster.pdf  
   
With best wishes for the week,  

Carolyn  
 

From the APA...  
St Rita’s Safety Alerts  
Further to Carolyn’s item regarding Supervision 
and Duty-of-Care, we will be publishing a series of 
one-page St Rita’s Safety Alert documents over 
the next couple of weeks addressing various 
Workplace Health & Safety and Duty-of-Care 
topics. These St Rita’s Safety Alerts will be sent 
out one-at-a-time to all parents via email and then 
uploaded to the Parent Portal.  The first of these 
relates to Formal Supervision, Duty-of-Care and 
Use of Playgrounds and school facilities outside of 
school hours.  
BCE Listens Parent and Student Surveys  
Our sincere thanks to all those families who have 
already participated in the BCE Listens parent and 
student (Yrs 4-6) surveys.  If you haven’t been able 
to do so thus far, it’s not too late. The Parent 
Survey is due for completion by 20 August, using 
the following link:  
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4398090/201
8-Parent-Survey?school=sr4165   
P-2 Teachers Trialing Different System for the 
Start of Class  
This week our P-2 Classes are trialing an 
adjustment to the start-of-day structure. Any 
students here at school before 8:10am are 
required to sit (no playing) on the white benches 
between the Tuckshop and the Deck. Between 
8:10-8:30, Yrs 3-6 students move up under staff 
supervision to the Multi-court area. All students 
P-2 must either wait in the covered area near the 
Tuckshop or play in the deck & shade-cover area 
under direct staff supervision. When the 8:30am 
bell goes, parents are asked to say their farewells 
and the P-2 students collect their bags and move 
around to line up outside their own classrooms, 
where their teachers will be waiting for them. The 
children practised this last Friday with their 
teachers and carried it out quite well this 
morning. Thank you.  
Have a great week.  
Brian  
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From the APRE 
Join us to celebrate Multicultural  Weekend with our 
parish 25th & 26th August  at all Masses in St. Rita’s 
Church.   Bring a cultural item & join in the Entrance 
Procession with  Fr. Joseph, then place your item on 
the Multicultural Table and  Celebrate Eucharist 
Together as One. 

 
All Nations Morning Tea on Sunday 26th 
August,  10am at Unitas Hall.    
Bring a plate of food representative of your culture, 
bring a flag, bring a cultural item, wear national dress 
or colours! COME  &  HAVE  FUN !   
 

FATHER’S DAY LITURGY 2018 

 
ST. RITA’S FATHERS’ DAY LITURGY 2018  
31st August 7.45am  
Mini Vinnies will host the Fathers’ Day Liturgy in 
UNITAS on 31st August. Please forward any photos 
you would like to be included in the slideshow to 
Nathan Mulhearn (nmulhearn@bne.catholic.edu.au) 
or Therese Rae (helen.rae@bne.catholic.edu.au) by 
24th August 

 

SCHOOL FEES 

 
Just a reminder that school fees are due this Friday, 
17th August.   If payment cannot be made please 
contact the Finance Department for an extension or 
payment plan 
 
 

THE AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 

A PARENT OVERVIEW  
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/parent-
information/  
This link will take you to the document above which 
provides parents with an excellent overview of The 
Australian Curriculum. Within the document are links 
that can take you deeper if you want more detailed 
information about the curriculum. Over the coming 
weeks I will be sharing key ideas across the learning 
areas.   
Mathematics and Numeracy  

 There are 4 key dimensions for growing numerate 
learners:  

 Foster engagement and develop 
mathematical mindsets  
 Build procedural fluency through conceptual 
understanding   
 Provide multiple opportunities for problem 
solving and reasoning   
 Engage with and apply Mathematics in real 
world contexts                           
 
(Brisbane Catholic Education 2018)  

At St Rita’s the teachers incorporate these 4 
dimensions into mathematics planning, learning, 
teaching and assessment. The teachers participate in 
ongoing professional learning across learning areas 
with a particular focus on Mathematics in the 
Semester 1.   

 
Mathematics in The Australian Curriculum   
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-
curriculum/mathematics/  

 
Sue Maclean  
 
 

EARLY LEARNING REDLANDS 

     

https://www.facebook.com/earlylearningredlands/ 
 

One Community, Many Children...  
Reflections of Reggio Emilia 
 
A FREE, interactive workshop providing practical 
strategies and information for parents, grandparents, 
carers, early childhood educators, teachers and allied 
health professionals Focusing on children aged 0-8 
years. 
 
 
 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/parent-information/
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https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/mathematics/
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https://www.facebook.com/earlylearningredlands/


 

Our Presenter 
Debbie Kiehne - Bayview State School, Deputy 
Principal,   Reflecting on her recent Study Tour and 
visit to Reggio Emilia in Italy, Debbie will speak about 
the effectiveness of community/ family relationships 
and the rights of the child. There will be practical 
ways to develop and support children's social 
competence and communication abilities. 
 
The Venue 
Sheldon College LINQ precinct, Taylor Road,  
Sheldon 4157  
18:00 - 20:00 
 
Talk with Professionals including allied health 
professionals, teachers and early years educators. 
Collect useful hints, tips and resources. 
Discover programs and organisations in Redlands City 
which can support you and your child. 
 
Everyone Welcome! 
 

SPORTS NEWS 

            
Quote of the week  

‘Happiness does not come from 

doing easy work but from the 

afterglow of satisfaction that comes  

after the achievement of a difficult task that 

demanded our best’  

Theodore Isaac Rubin  

  
Athletics Training  
Athletics training will conclude on Wednesday 15th 
August.    
We thank Mr Ben Luscombe for facilitating the 
training program once again this year. Students have 
learnt some valuable tips for their running and 
various field events. We look forward to seeing some 
great results follow, as many of our athletes compete 
in our upcoming district and catholic schools’ 
athletics carnivals.   
Combined Catholic Schools Athletics  
Bayside combined catholic Schools Athletics is this 
Thursday 16th August. Students attending have been 
notified. Permission form will need to be completed 
and returned to Mr Kenyon.   

Representative Singlets  
Students are asked to return any representative 
singlets to Mr Kenyon that they have been lent during 
this term. Please return washed, in a bag, and clearly 
marked with your name 

 

FISAF NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Holly Cox Competed at FISAF National Championships 
over the past weekend.    
 
She placed with the following:  
Gold Medal and ranked #1 in Australia for Petite 
Fitness.  Bronze Medal for Synchronised Duos.  
Holly received a National Ranking of 6th in Australia - 
being the youngest in the category of Cadets.   
Holly has also been invited to perform her singles 
routine at San Sisto College (this will be her High 
school) this Friday night at a showcase of the talent 
entering the school.   
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE RESOURCE CENTRE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

AUTHOR VISIT  

 

Author Visit - Cameron Stelzer 
On Monday 20 August, we have a special 
visit from Author and Illustrator Dr 

Cameron Stelzer. Cameron is visiting St Rita’s Primary 
School to run workshops with our P-2 students. Prep 
and Year 1 students will enjoy an interactive Big Screen 
Book Reading and follow-along drawing activity with 
Cameron. Year 2 students will be inventing creatures 
and characters which can be used in their own stories. 
Students and teachers are looking forward to a 
fantastic day! 
 
In conjunction with the Author Visit, St Rita’s Primary 
School families have a special opportunity to 
purchase signed and personalised copies of 
Cameron’s books at special prices. Individual items are 
$15 each and there are also exclusive book sets 
available. Students will receive an order form on the 
day of the workshops. Forms and payment can be 
returned the following day, Tuesday 21 August, to the 
Library. Cameron will personally sign books (including 
the child’s name and a message) and students will 
receive their books within the following fortnight. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL BANKING 

 

 

Congratulations to Paige C (4L) you are the 
lucky winner of a bonus $2 deposited into 
your account today.  Don’t forget to start 
saving with BOQ for Semester 2.  All those who bank 
14 weeks or more will receive a $10 voucher to spend 
at Cineplex Cinemas just in time for Christmas 
Holidays.  For any further information about school 
banking you can email us victoria.point@boq.com.au 
or call us direct 3207 6133.  We would also love you to 
come and see us, we are located at Victoria Point 
Shopping Centre (Food Court end) opening hours as 
follows:  
  

Mon to Thurs 9.30am – 4.30pm  
Fri9.30am – 5pm  
Saturday 9.00am – 12pm  
  

Have a great week and happy saving from BOQ 
Victoria Point!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:victoria.point@boq.com.au
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MUSIC NEWS 

 

 

Good Luck to our Senior Choir who will be 
performing this Friday (18th August) as part of the 
Queensland Catholic Music Festival.  I am sure they 
will do very well if previous performances this term is 
anything to go by.  It has been a fantastic term in the 
creative arts so far – I have posted some photos of 
the students as part of this week’s newsletter. 

 Coming up….. 

QCMF (Friday August 18th (Senior Choir only),     
Disney Day (Junior Choir only – Sunday 28th October), 
Music Count Us In  

Happy Musicing!   

Paul Tyrrell 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

HOURS 
 

Thursday 8.00 to 10.00am 
Friday  8.00 to 10.00am 
 
 
 

TUCKSHOP NEWS 

 

Thursday 16th August 
Lisa Austin 

                       Angela Dudd 
2ND Break 
Anna Brooks 
 
Friday 17th August 
Elaine Wilson 
Sandra Murfin 
???????? 
2ND Break 
A very big thank you to Katie Natt and Anna Brooks 
for looking after Tuckshop while I was off. 
 
Renee 
0411523969 
E; renee.schafer@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 
Anna Brooks 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ADVERTISING 

 
 





Don’t miss this fun and engaging family 
evening out with Australian Children’s 
Laureate and award winning author Morris 
Gleitzman as he shares his stories and love 
of reading.

Presented by Redland Libraries and 
supported by RPAC.
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 0
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18

An Evening with 
Morris Gleitzman Thursday  

6 September, 6.30pm 
(Doors open at 6.00pm) at 
Redland Performing Arts Centre

Family Event

Tickets: $20 Adult,  $10 Child
To book visit www.rpac.com.au or call the 
Box Office on 3829 8131. 

Book signing opportunities available.

Stories Create Our Future
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